
The Mobility Project
Review of the current status

Janina Mincer-Daszkiewicz
Consortium MUCI, Poland, University of Warsaw 

jmd@mimuw.edu.pl

RS3G workshop, Bologna, March 18th 2010

mailto:jmd@mimuw.edu.pl


2

Agenda

� State of the project before Uppsala
�Workshop in Uppsala
�Wiki, teleconferences
� Three installations of Mobility web 

nodes 
�New installation package
�How to make a next step?
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List of nominated students
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List of incoming students
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Architecture of the prototype (ver. 2)
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UDDI – Universal Description, Discovery 
and Integration (registry of Mobility nodes)
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Web client (client= WARSAW, server= PARMA)
http://usosphp.mimuw.edu.pl:7979/mobility-client-web/index.jsp
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Web server (server=PARMA)
http://usosphp.mimuw.edu.pl:7878/mobility-server-web/



9

Web client (client= PARMA, server= WARSAW)
http://usosphp.mimuw.edu.pl:7979/mobility-client-web/index.jsp
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Web server (server=WARSAW)
http://usosphp.mimuw.edu.pl:7979/mobility-server-web/
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Workshop in Uppsala (2009-11-16)

� Presentations from Uppsala can be found in 
wiki 
http://wiki.teria.no:8080/confluence/display/
RS3G/UPPSALA

� Main outcome – formation of the Work 
Teams, appointing Team leaders:

� WSDL (Janina Mincer-Daszkiewicz)
� Identity and Access Management (Victoriano Giralt)
� Security and Lifecycle Management (Andy Dowling)
� Architecture (Geir Vangen)
� Business Processes (Manuel Dietz)
� Funding (Simone Ravaioli)

http://wiki.teria.no:8080/confluence/display/RS3G/UPPSALA
http://wiki.teria.no:8080/confluence/display/RS3G/UPPSALA
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Wiki and Teleconferences

� Wiki
Unfortunately there is almost no activity – may 
be we should look for some other means of 
communication

� Mailing lists
There is one for WSDL Team (mobility-
wdsl@mimuw.edu.pl) - not to much activity 
either 

� Teleconferences
Most effective way to activate people, review 
work and make plans, but not for real work

mailto:mobility-wdsl@mimuw.edu.pl
mailto:mobility-wdsl@mimuw.edu.pl
mailto:mobility-wdsl@mimuw.edu.pl
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Reasons

� We are busy
� Mobility is not a top priority
� We do not see immediate results
� There is no funding

but on the other hand ...

� We see the need for electronic exchange of data
� We see expectations of the users
� We know the problem may become a barrier for 

increasing mobility in the future
� Technically it does not seem to be a problem
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Other actions

� KION upgraded software to the new version
� Staff mobility – Michał from University of 

Warsaw visited Barcelona for a week to help 
installing software in Sigma

� We tried to replace Tomcat by Glassfish 
(requirement of Sigma), but not yet succeeded

� We prepared a new installation package –
preconfigured installation, takes 5 minutes to 
deploy (web client and sever inside Tomcat, 
small database for UDDI entries); we might 
also prepare one on virtual platform, like 
VMware (free version)
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Other actions - 2

� Paper for Eunis’2010 has been delivered

„The Mobility Project – Building network of 
web-servers for exchange of data on 
student mobility”

A network of three nodes is described, but a 
paper is ready to be updated if anybody wants 
to join before June ...
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Some thoughts on WSDL

In my opinion we cannot discuss various 
aspects of WSDL (data format, number and 
specification of web methods) until we write 
sample files for our own data and try to 
simulate (even on paper) various real life
scenarios of sending/getting data
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Some thoughts on software

� Software for mobility nodes could be 
developed and distributed as open-source

� We might experiment with various 
technologies (e.g. do we want to use REST 
instead of SOAP for part of the project?)

� Software for local system should be
developed by local vendors, consortia, ...
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Some thoughts on Identity Management

� Poland is ready, see e.g. 
https://atlases.muni.cz/
(Shibboleth/simplesamlphp, WFAYF)

� Practical issues
� federation or federation of federations (flat or

hierarchical structure)?
� how to register Identity Providers and Service 

Providers
� using eduGAIN (http://www.edugain.org/)?
� what attributes should be delivered by IdP for 

defining roles (edupersonentitlement, eg. 
mobility:admin:fun1:fun2) ?

https://atlases.muni.cz/
http://www.edugain.org/
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Some thoughts on digital signatures – 1 

� Main objective is to send mobility data 
straight from one database to another 
database 

� Data is sent through the encrypted 
channel

� Sender is authorized by Federated IdM
� Receiver is a certified web-server
� Do we need to digitally sign messages 

sent by web-services – probably no
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Some thoughts on digital signatures – 2 

� Other objective – on request send documents 
in PDF format (e.g. LA, transcript of records, 
bilateral agreement)

� Such document would be stored in electronic 
archives (which are going to replace paper 
archives) 

� Do we need to digitally sign such documents –
definitely yes

� Is this in the scope of the project? – to be 
discussed (CEDEFOP already implemented such 
system)
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Some questions and problems
from Uppsala but still valid

� Mobility project has specific objectives and specific 
needs concerning exchanged data – how to 
integrate its WSDL with other standards

� UDDI – one or many, who should administer?
� Authorisation and authentication in global scale

(federated IDM or bilateral authorisation 
agreements)

� Security and privacy of data – legal aspects
� Next steps ...
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In the meantime in Warsaw ... 

We are just deploying a new admission system 
for the incoming students ...
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Admission of incoming students
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Admission of incoming students
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In the meantime in Warsaw ... 

University of Warsaw just finished recruiting 
outgoing students for 2010/2011
app. 1500 ...
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List of nominated students in USOSweb
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but ... 

Mobility button to send/get a list of nominated 
students to/from the partner is still not active

/
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Possible scenarios for the near future

� How to get involved:
� choose your area of interest
� give some contribution?

� write XML files with mobility data for your institution
� simulate, document real life scenarios
� install software
� enable exchange of data
� get federated
� delegate your experts part-time (e.g. in architecture,

programming, security)
� treat this as a platform for experimentation with various 

technologies (may be useful for your other projects 
anyway)

� ask your student management software provider for 
cooperation (Æunisolution ☺)
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Links and readings

� Project home page
http://usos.edu.pl/Mobility

� Web client
http://usosphp.mimuw.edu.pl:7979/mobility-client-
web/

� Web server
http://usosphp.mimuw.edu.pl:7979/mobility-server-
web/

� Rafał Nagrodzki, The Mobility Project, Master Thesis 
in Computer Science, University of Warsaw

http://usos.edu.pl/Mobility
http://usosphp.mimuw.edu.pl:7979/mobility-client-web/
http://usosphp.mimuw.edu.pl:7979/mobility-client-web/
http://usosphp.mimuw.edu.pl:7979/mobility-server-web/
http://usosphp.mimuw.edu.pl:7979/mobility-server-web/
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